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hing — and Everyone —
Into Your Plans

is to make sure that your plans
f you plan to learn from exactly
when your plans are disturbed
health, your family obligations,
fexible ¢nough to adjust to all
' milestone, realize that you may
ans that Hashem comm unicates
edirect you by using the infinite
©plans. Don’t allow your plans
tadjust them, and you fteel like
according to plan. Don‘ come
My plans, this is where | am
an to get there — please help
hat all the obstaclos come from
ns accordingly.
es that every ane of g should
rld was created for me.” Super-
extremely self-centered. Iy the
e realize that this g actually a
Teated for you, but the Tupapen-
e ereated for you, The wordd i
dchild in your life wag sent by
ed him or her for your growth.
CIS can cause you to stumbje
s they present. Sometimes He
' times He wantsg you to help
' was sent to provide an exam-
pire to be. The same is true for
happens coincidentally. Each
attain perfection.

re being pulled jn different

M'S ONENESS

directions. We feel, for nstance, that we should spend much of o
time studying Torah, but we also realize the value of being involved
in chessed (acts of kindness), kirup (outreach), community insti
tives, and many other worthy pursuits. We realize that we shoul |
also be spending time with our children. Sometimes we feel (hat
we must sacrifice some of the time we designate for Torah stucly 1o
other pursuits.

Yiclund Hastien means that you are not sacrificing onc spiritn,l
pursuit for another, Torah study, chessed, kiruv, and child-rearng
all have one purpose: to cause you to come closer to perfection, 1o
come closer to Hashem. They do not compete for your time, ratlict
they fit together to form the puzzle of spiritual perfection. There e
times when you must focus on Torah study so that you can know
Fashem and learn to emulate Him, and there are times when Vel
must emulate Him in practice. The key is to find the correct bl
and notlet one mitzvah crowd out another.

Anditisimportant to remember that the situation itself was il
created by Hashem. Fle wants you to struggle with the question.
[t would be so mach casier if the Torah would tell us exactly T
much time to spend studying, how much time to spend helpuny,
others, and exactly how long Shemonelr Esrei should take. But the
road to perfection is full of difficulty and struggrle, necessarily s
Learning to judge your own capabilitics, learning to evaluate all
the responsibilitios in your life and invest the Proper amount i+
time into cach are part of the growth process. Hashem wants you 1o
struggle with the dilemma, to make decisions and follow throuyl
in action, but to be willing to adjust and change your plans when
He sends you new challenges and messa ges.

25 All One Purpose

ntil now, we have been discussin g the need to find the correcl
balance between different types of spiritual pursuits. Yicinn/
Haslient goes much further,
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